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Phone: (519) 836-0043 Fax: (519) 836-2531 

www.OntarioSheep.org  
 

Please send all submissions to Heather Hargrave at 
hhargrave@ontariosheep.org, or call (519) 836-

0043 ex. 29 with any questions. 

http://www.ontariosheep.org/
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Upcoming events 
Have an upcoming event that you would like help promoting? Send an email to hhargrave@ontariosheep.org. 
 

 May 27  District 10 Wool Day http://bit.ly/2pBKPPz 

 June 1  OSMA board of directors meeting 

 June 1  District 2 meeting http://bit.ly/2pCs5S9 

 June 8  District 2 twilight farm tour http://bit.ly/2pcxPPH 

 June 9  District 5 meeting http://bit.ly/2nJWpa8 

 June 10  Sheep to Shawl event – St. Marys Museum http://bit.ly/2qgf7X2  

 June 24  Breakfast on the Farm – Shedden http://bit.ly/2os0bUY 

 June 30 & July 1  Holstein Agro Expo Sheep Industry Day http://bit.ly/2iG5huX 

 July 14  Listowel Fair Market Lamb Pen Show http://bit.ly/2re4p8u  

 August 1  District 5 family potluck and AGM http://bit.ly/2nDPRZF 

 September 7  District 11 annual general meeting http://bit.ly/2qd3l0K  

 September 9  District 10 annual general meeting http://bit.ly/2rdDiKQ  

 September 26 to 28  Sheep shearing school for beginners http://bit.ly/2jvlanJ 

 October 26 & 27  Ontario Sheep Convention http://bit.ly/2oCEaa1 

 October 30 & 31 
 Advancing Women in Agriculture conference – Niagara Falls 
http://bit.ly/2nXI8HT 

 November 21 to 23  Agricultural Excellence Conference – Ottawa http://bit.ly/2qDp6qY 

 

 
 
Out and about 
 

 May 10  Meeting with Minister Macauley 

 May 12  Ag in the North meeting (Timmins) 

 May 15  Farms Forever event 

 May 16  Ontario Association of Food Banks donor reception 

 May 17  GenOvis meeting 

 May 17  PC Caucus breakfast with OASC 

 May 18  NDP Caucus breakfast with OASC 

 May 19  RMP Joint Reference Committee meeting 

 
 

 
 
  

mailto:hhargrave@ontariosheep.org
http://bit.ly/2pBKPPz
http://bit.ly/2pCs5S9
http://bit.ly/2pcxPPH
http://bit.ly/2nJWpa8
http://bit.ly/2qgf7X2
http://bit.ly/2os0bUY
http://ontariosheep.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fdbe3e1a3daaf8dd1c3819fc4&id=cbe05dd43a&e=d543532710
http://bit.ly/2re4p8u
http://bit.ly/2nDPRZF
http://bit.ly/2qd3l0K
http://bit.ly/2rdDiKQ
http://ontariosheep.us3.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=fdbe3e1a3daaf8dd1c3819fc4&id=41e54bf168&e=d543532710
http://bit.ly/2oCEaa1
http://bit.ly/2nXI8HT
http://bit.ly/2qDp6qY


 

Page 3 of 9 

 

The Messenger      May 24, 2017  

                         
OSMA representation at national business risk management 
meetings 
OSMA Chair Rob Scott recently travelled to Ottawa with the Canadian Federation of Agriculture (CFA) to meet 
with Minister Macauley to discuss the need for a comprehensive review of business risk management (BRM) 
for Canadian producers. Market access was also on the agenda as the Standing Senate Committee of 
Agriculture and Forestry recently released a report – Market Access: Giving Canadian Farmers and 
Processors the World – which recognizes the importance of export markets for Canadian agriculture. The 
recommendations made in the report largely align with the positions advocated by CFA. 

 

What does this mean for Ontario Sheep producers? The message has been that we need more market access 
to stimulate the confidence to invest in the industry, and now the Canadian government is stepping up to give 
the industry the tools to address international and domestic trade issues.  
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Help Team Ontario Sheep fill plates this summer with 
#everyplatefull campaign 
OSMA is pleased to support the Ontario Association of Food Banks and Food Banks Canada by participating 
in a fundraising campaign to help fight hunger this summer. 
 
The #EveryPlateFull campaign aims to raise awareness and funds for the issue of summer hunger. The goal is 
to raise 26 million meals across Canada. Any funds raised by Team Ontario Sheep will be directed towards 
funding OAFB’s fresh food programs. 
 
For every $1 raised during this campaign, 3 meals will be provided. 
 
Our goal is to raise $3,000 – that’s $1 for every sheep farmer in Ontario. You can donate to Team Ontario 
Sheep by visiting 
https://foodbankscanada.akaraisin.com/pledge/Team/Home.aspx?seid=14322&mid=10&tid=133870. Note any 
donation in the amount of $10 or more receives an automatic charitable donation tax receipt. 
 
The campaign runs from May 23 to June 9. 
 

Help us fill Canadians’ hungry plates this summer. 

 

OSMA District 10 Wool Day – this Saturday, May 27 
 

 
 
  

https://foodbankscanada.akaraisin.com/pledge/Team/Home.aspx?seid=14322&mid=10&tid=133870


 

Page 5 of 9 

 

The Messenger      May 24, 2017  

                         
New food safety and traceability online courses 

Give your company a competitive edge – take free eLearning courses to learn more about industry best 
practices and to be more competitive in the marketplace! 
 
Access the new Food Safety and Traceability eLearning courses online on the Agriculture and Food Education 
in Ontario online learning system (http://agandfoodeducation.ca/) through the University of Guelph, Ridgetown 
Campus. 

 
The new traceability eLearning courses show how good practices can: 

 maximize productivity, improve business efficiency, reduce costs and improve business processes 

 be used to increase competitive advantage by accessing new markets 

 improve supply chain management 
 
The new food safety eLearning courses will help you to: 

 identify food safety hazards that can occur in your operation 

 understand best practices and develop programs to control these hazards 

 decrease the likelihood of food safety hazards that can lead to a foodborne illness outbreak or product 
recall 

 
Visit the University of Guelph (https://bdc.ridgetownc.com/takecourse/agriculture-and-food/agriculture-and-
food-education-courses/) website to register for a FREE account. Then simply log in and begin learning – 
wherever and whenever is convenient for you! Accessible versions of the courses are available. For more 
information, contact the University of Guelph, Ridgetown Campus at rcagfood@uoguelph.ca or 519-674-1500 
ext. 63295. 
 
Do you prefer classroom-based learning? Food Safety and Traceability courses and workshops are still offered 
by the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OSCIA). Visit their website for the dates and locations 
of upcoming in-person opportunities http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/oscia-programs/workshops-webinars/.  
 
Online course development was funded through Growing Forward 2, a federal-provincial-territorial initiative that 
encourages innovation, competitiveness and market development in Canada’s agri-food and agri-products 
sector. 

 

  

http://agandfoodeducation.ca/
mailto:rcagfood@uoguelph.ca
http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/oscia-programs/workshops-webinars/
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New market lamb pen competition at Listowel Fair 
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2016 Census of Agriculture – sheep and lamb  
The 2016 Census of Agriculture was released on May 10. For more information visit 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/Agriculture?HPA=1.  

Below are some high level statistics about the Canadian sheep and lamb industry.  

 When compared to 2011, total number of farms in Canada reporting sheep is down 7% from 10,111 
farms to 9.390 

 Total number of ewes decreased from 571,510 to 526,286; a decrease of 8% 

 Ontario’s ewe flock decreased by 9% from 184,626 ewes to 167,390 

 The number of lambs reported in Ontario decreased 8% from 159,643 to 146,684 
 
Canada stats 

 # of sheep # of farms 

 2011 2016 % change 2011 2016 % change 

NL 1,102 1,211 10% 44 49 11% 

PEI 3,830 3,821 -0.2% 68 63 -7% 

NS 12,360 10,155 -18% 286 271 -5% 

NB 4,219 3,346 -21% 128 111 -13% 

QC 155,848 129,850 -17% 1,113 954 -14% 

ON 184,626 167,390 -9% 3,374 2,969 -12% 

MB 31,595 42,032 33% 499 491 -2% 

SK 58,990 51,594 -13% 921 816 -11% 

AB 92,427 90,281 -2% 1,625 1,546 -5% 

BC 26,513 26,606 0.4% 1,469 1,540 5% 

 
Ewe flock size in Ontario regions 

 # of sheep # of farms 

 2011 2016 % change 2011 2016 % change 

Southern Ontario 31,394 25,387 -19% 697 587 -16% 

Western Ontario 85,153 76,364 -10% 1,293 1,178 -9% 

Central Ontario 32,325 36,553 13% 611 534 -12% 

Eastern Ontario 27,628 21,976 -20% 594 498 -16% 

Northern Ontario 8,126 7,110 -12% 179 172 -4% 

 
Of note, 

 Grey Country for having the most number of ewes – 15,285 

 Rainy River saw the greatest increase in the number of ewes up 118% from 86 ewes to 188; followed 
by Peterborough, Nipissing, Prince Edward and Thunder Bay 

 Hamilton saw the greatest decrease in the number of ewes down 68% from 1,948 ewes to 613; 
followed by Prescott and Russell, Essex, Oxford and Lanark 

 
 
 
 
  

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/subjects/Agriculture?HPA=1


 

Page 8 of 9 

 

The Messenger      May 24, 2017  

                         

Agricultural Excellence Conference 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last intake for Growing Forward 2 cost share funding 
assistance  
The last intake for applications for Growing Forward 2 cost share funding assistance will be from May 12 to 
June 1, 2017.  
 

Changes to the program were recently announced and a summary can be found here: 
http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/oscia-programs/growing-forward-2/.  
 
Highlights of the changes include: 

 There is no limit to the number of active applications a farm business may have open at any given time. 

 Producers may submit up to two applications per application intake to any of the project categories. 

GF2 funding can also be used for education and professional development purposes. If you are planning on 
attending an education event or conference in 2017, you should apply for GF2 funding now. The Sheep 
Shearing School for Beginners (in late September) and the Advancing Women in Agriculture Conference both 
qualify for producers to receive some reimbursement for costs under the program. 
 
For more information contact the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association by emailing 
gf2@ontariosoilcrop.org or visit www.ontariosoilcrop.org/oscia-programs/growing-forward-2/.  

http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/oscia-programs/growing-forward-2/
http://www.ontariosoilcrop.org/oscia-programs/growing-forward-2/
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Upcoming environmental farm plan workshops 
June 5 & 12 – Elmvale 

June 7 & 14 – Listowel 

June 8 & 15 – Chesley 

July 5 & 12 – Kemptville 
 
To register for the workshops visit: http://www.ontarioprograms.net/.  
 
Other organizations and reference information  
Victoria County Sheep Producers 
Third Wednesday every month starting at 7:30 Oakwood Elevators (Taylor Road, Oakwood) 
Membership is $20 per farm per year.  Contact:  Peter Craig at pdcraig@outlook.com   
 
Western Ontario Lamb Producers 
District 2 and 3, for more information email westernontariolambproducers@gmail.com       
 
Southwestern Ontario Sheep Farmers 
Meetings 4th Thursday of the month:  January to April 
Coldstream Community Centre; 10227 Ilderton Road, 519-666-2423 
Chair – Wendy McGowan, 519- 657-5197, Secretary – Geraldine Pennings, 519-764-2455 
 

DISTRICT CONTACT INFORMATION 

1 Dave DeKay at 519-666-0626 or 
dmdekay@isp.ca  

http://osma_district_1.tripod.com/ 

2 Matt Zehr at 519-363-2029 
zehr.matt@gmail.com  

 

3 Sandi Brock at 519-263-2325 
brocksandi@hotmail.com  

District 3 Facebook Page 

4 Marusha Kostuk at 519-865-6874 or 
mushie.mk@gmail.com 

Meetings tentatively to be held the 3rd Wed. of the month 
at 7:30 at Ancaster Fairgrounds (630 Trinity Rd, 
Ancaster) 

5 Lisa de Kleer at 519-994-1499 or 
dldekleer@gmail.com   

 
Check out the District 5 Facebook Page! 

6 John Hemsted at 705-487-2466 or 
sheep@vanam.com   

 

7 Jenny Carnaghan  at 905-986-5120 
or jenny@durhamlamb.ca    

  
 

8 Linda Huizenga at 613-477-2314 or 
fhuizenga@xplornet.ca   

Meetings are normally held on the 3rd Thurs of every 
month at 7 pm at Napanee High School.  District 8 
Facebook Page 

9 Lyndsey Smith at 204-807-5897 or 
realloudlyndsey@gmail.com   

  

10 Christine Power at 613-686-1892 or 
christine.power@ic.gc.ca   

Check out our Facebook page! 

11 Amy Oriet at 705-563-8484 or 
gaoriet@hotmail.com  

  
 

http://www.ontarioprograms.net/
mailto:pdcraig@outlook.com
mailto:westernontariolambproducers@gmail.com
mailto:dmdekay@isp.ca
http://osma_district_1.tripod.com/
mailto:zehr.matt@gmail.com
mailto:brocksandi@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/OSMADistrict3
mailto:mushie.mk@gmail.com
mailto:dldekleer@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OSMA-District-5-Sheep-Producers/723616580984050
mailto:sheep@vanam.com
mailto:jenny@durhamlamb.ca
mailto:fhuizenga@xplornet.ca
https://www.facebook.com/OSMA.District.8.SheepFolks
https://www.facebook.com/OSMA.District.8.SheepFolks
mailto:realloudlyndsey@gmail.com
mailto:christine.power@ic.gc.ca
https://www.facebook.com/OSMAD10
mailto:gaoriet@hotmail.com

